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SUBJ: WESTERN INUIT ASK FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR 
SEPARATE CLAIMS SETTLEMENT 

REF: OTTAWA 4968 

1 . CANADIAN BROADCASTING COMPANY (CBC) REPORTED DEC 23 
THAT THE COMMUNITY OF ORIGINAL PEOPLES' ENTITLEMENT 
(COPE) IS NOW URGING FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO SETTLE THE 
WESTERN INUIT LAND CLAIM SEPARATELY AND SOON. ACCORDING 
TO NEWS ITEM. IF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGREES TO THIS 
PROPOSAL, SETTLEMENT COULD BE FORTHCOMING BY SUMMER. 

COPE ENVISAGES A SETTLEMENT BASED UPON THE ORIGINAL 
WESTERN INUIT "TAPIRISAT" (BROTHERHOOD) CLAIM PRESENTED 
IN FEBRUARY, BUT SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDRAWN. 

2. COMMENT: EMBOFF DISCUSSED CBC NEWS ITEM WITH SENIOR 
DIAND OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. ALTHOUGH NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
IN NATIVE CLAIMS ISSUE, HE IS KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT POLITI- 
CAL SITUATION IN THE MACKENZIE VALLEY AND FOLLOWS 

IT CLOSELY. SOURCE INDICATED THAT THIS DEVELOPMENT 
SERIOUSLY COMPLICATES PROBLEMS GOC FACES IN PEAT .IN WITH 
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CLAIMS PICTURE IN THE VALLEY. HE SAID THAT COPE PRESIDENT 
SAM RADDI, IN AN APPARENT HURRIED EFFORT TO GET IN ON 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF PROPOSED GAS PIPELINE THROUGH THE 
VALLEY, HAS AT SAME TIME SHATTERED INUIT UNITY IN THE SAME 
WAY THAT METIS DAMAGED DENE NATION CLAIM BY BREAKING THEIR 
ALLIANCE WITH THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (NWT) 
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INDIAN BROTHERHOOD. RADDI’S ACTION JEOPARDIZES 
"NUNAVUT", THE PROPOSED INUIT AUTONOMOUS REGION SET 
FORTH IN THE ORIGINAL INUIT CLAIM PROPOSAL. IT IS NOT 
CLEAR AT THIS POINT THOUGH, SOURCE SAID. WHICH COMMUNITIES 
SUPPORT RADDI OR WHERE A LINE WOULD BE DRAWN BETWEEN 
CLAIM MADE BY WESTERN INUIT AND EASTERN INUIT. 

3. SEPARATE WESTERN INUIT CLAIM AMPLIFIES GROWING 
NATIVE DISUNITY DESCRIBED BY NWT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
MEMBER FOR INUVIK, TOM BUTTERS, REPORTED IN REFTEL. 

4. CONSUL GENERAL CALGARY WILL CONTACT DIAND REGIONAL 
OFFICIAL IN INUVIK TO DEVELOP FURTHER BACK 

GROUND AND COMMENT ON THIS DEVELOPMENT. 

ENDERS 
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